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Dear Family,

Last Sunday we completed the launch of the Nehemiah 5
Campaign. As of now, we do not know how much was pledged to
finish the race and pay off the loans, but that will come in the days
ahead. While the amount is very important, the involvement of
each member is even more important. I am hoping for 100%
commitment from all of us.

Why is this so important? Why do I look at this more than the
amount? It is because it reflects the unity and faith of the body of
Christ. If God called us to this project 14 years ago, then as His
body we should be unified in the task to finish it. We show our
faith when we commit to help reach the finish line. It’s faith
because our commitment shows our trust in God. Some of us can
only commit to praying for three years but that is still a
commitment.

As a church, there are going to be new challenges for us to face
in the years ahead. The place of the church in society, politics
and culture is changing from being a dominant force to being on
the fringe. We have moved from being a nation to being in exile.
We need to learn how to live in exile and the only way we can do
this is together. Loss of power, prestige and position is hard and it
will be a long and difficult process to rethink and recreate how we
can be God’s agents.

Nehemiah 5 is a test of doing this together. It will reveal how
together we are. How many are working on the crew and how
many are going along for the ride (cruise ship versus Mercy Ships
– sermon illustration from April 19)? Nehemiah 5 is a test of our
spiritual maturity. It tests our trust in God, our Creator, Redeemer
and Lord. Do we really trust Him with our lives today, tomorrow
and forever, or do we want heaven as our reward for saying some
prayers?

The race is on! It’s not too late to join. If you have not committed
yet, Commitment Cards are still available on the Narthex counter.

His child,
Steve
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Dear Church,

Since Pastor Steve was on mission with the Thailand Team, the Board did not meet
until January 31. We did not have an agenda for February, although we met after the Annual Business
Meeting to fulfill our obligation as required in our Church Constitution. I then missed the deadline for the
April report; please accept my humble apologies.

Your Board met on March 3. We approved two new members, Hiroko Baker and Hayate Kaneko, and
removed one from our Church membership. We amended a personnel policy to allow a 50%
registration fee discount for children of all part-time staff members for camps, retreats and VBS. We
also amended another policy to allow an employee paid bereavement leave for up to four days.

Your Board met again on April 7 and approved the February financial statement which indicated a
negative $13,260 based on receipts of $88,862 and disbursements of $102,123. Year-to-date, we are
at negative $21,023 based of receipts of $180,650 and disbursements of $201,673. As Nehemiah 4
came to a close, we received $23,350 in February and approximately $27,000 in March.

We approved two additional new members, Christopher Kenji Ishimatsu and Asako Tourville, and
removed five from membership due to death and one transfer.

During the past few months the Board and Core Ministry leaders have met with Pastors Steve and
Annette to discuss our theme for 2015, Evangelism. What Christ-like characteristics are attainable for
all of us to follow Him?  Our discussions have been on Christlikeness, Spiritual Formation and the
Gospel. We are taking our time to make sure our objectives are clear and measurable. The Evangelism
Theme will more than likely extend to 2016.

"Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you have been called to
one body; and be thankful. Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. Whatever you do in word of
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the
Father." — Colossians 3:15-17

MARCH & APRIL BOARD REPORT
BY JIM KAWASHIMA, MODERATOR

KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL OVERSEAS CRUSADES, SAN PAULO, BRAZIL

The Kudos are excited because three members of their church will be going to
serve on a mission to Cambodia. Lucia — a single teacher — and Lincoln & Karla
— a couple — will be going in early August.

Presently, Lucia is in New Zealand, brushing up on her English until June. God
raised all of Lucia, Lincoln, and Karla’s financial support. In the Kudo’s April 2015
newsletter there is a photo of Lincoln, Karla, and her mother, Sumie. There was
emotional healing which took place between Karla and Sumie. Through Diane’s
teaching, Karla was later able to ask forgiveness of Sumie. Impacted by the love of
Christ, which Karla demonstrated, Sumie accepted the Lord and became a joy-
filled Christian. In turn Sumie asked forgiveness of Karla while Lincoln became a
brother-in-Christ to Sumie and the son she never had. A year and a half ago, Sumie received the
Lord. Last October, she was baptized. The following month she went home to the Lord. What a happy
ending for this family!

Please remember missionary team members Lucia, Lincoln and Karla in prayer. They ask: they learn
Khmer — the Cambodian language; they love the people of Cambodia; they evangelize and make
disciples who will have a missionary vision; and may “. . . gumption and the unction of the Holy Spirit
be active.”  Thank you for keeping all our missionaries in prayer.

OUR MISSION FIELD

THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS . — MATTHEW 28:19
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Leave from Bread of Life Church 2780 Lomita Blvd, Torrance, CA 90505 on Saturday, May 23 at 5:00 a.m. Return to
Bread of Life Church on Monday, May 25 approximately by 7:00 p.m.
Youth Ministry Training – Sunday, May 17, 1:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. Bread of Life Church.
We need — people for hospitality, food, youth, worship, and medical/dental ministries. Cost — $140 per person. We will
only have one bus so first come first serve.

Scheduled events while at San Telmo are:
San Telmo Sunday school teachers appreciation celebration, medical & dental services, distribute clothes & shoes,
Youth & Women’s ministries, community feast, campfire sharing & singing with seven young missionaries, Ensenada
Jail ministry, food ministry & pass out 300 care packages.

Checklist of personal items to bring —
Bottled water, trail mix/granola bars, Bible, flash lights, toiletries including toilet paper, sunscreen for the day; warm
jacket for the night, sleeping bag, change of clothes

A driver license is not adequate for border crossing back into U.S. anymore. MUST bring Passport.
Small amount of money for personal use
[NOTE: Please DO NOT give money directly to the people. It is better to donate supplies and goods.]

To sign up contact – Jim Kawashima at jameskawashima@hotmail.com or Teresa Matsushima at
treesaw47@gmail.com.

M.O.M.: SAN TELMO SHORT-TERM MISSION TRIP
MEMORIAL WEEKEND: MAY 23 TO 25

FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . ” — JOHN 13:34

OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO THOSE WHO HAVE LOST LOVED ONES
Charles & Marianne Matsuda and family in the passing of Charles’ step-mother, Nancy Matsuda, who passed away on
Wednesday, April 22. The funeral was held on Friday, April 24 in Hawaii where she resided. Marianne wrote, “Charles
and the family visited her and stayed with her and  she was happy to see us all. Nancy is Charles’ step-mom since he
was in high school. She was always mom to us. Her daughters Rona and Roberta have been taking so wonderful care of
mom. She was just admitted to Mahelona Memorial (nursing/care hospital) a few days ago because she had to have
special nursing care. She had two strokes suddenly and she passed on to Jesus. We are rejoicing she is born again.
The family planned a Buddhist service. They loved Wendy's [Katagi] singing of Amazing Grace while she was there with
mom. So they are played it from her CD as her closing song since this priest told the family to close with whatever was
mother’s wishes. Mom and her daughters loved the song so they all want it at their funerals. Thank you!  Love, Charles,
Marianne, Wendy, Cindy and Hannah

Arlene Ikemoto and family in the sudden passing of her husband, David, then one day later the passing of her mother
Martha Kuwada. A combined funeral will be held at GVBC on Saturday, May 9, viewing at 10:00 a.m., service at 11:00
a.m. Pastor Steve Langley will officiate.

To the family of Margaret Chomori who passed away on Thursday, April 30. The funeral service will be at GVBC on
Friday, May 15 at 10:00 a.m.

Bob & Teresa Matsushima and family in the passing of Teresa’s mother, Lilly Takaki, who passed away on Saturday,
April 25. A graveside service will be held on Saturday, June 6 at 11:00 a.m. at Green Hills Memorial Park. Pastor Steve
Langley will officiate.

BABY ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to Marc & Jen Okamoto on the arrival of their baby boy, Asher Hayes [pictured at left], who
was born on Saturday, April 11. Asher weighed 5 lbs. 11 oz. and he was 18 inches long. Older sister
Magnolia will have fun helping mommy with her new baby brother.

Congratulations to proud grandparents Rodney Tanaka and Shanna Tanaka in the birth of their
second granddaughter, Gianna Hatsuko Cervantes [pictured at right] who was born on Tuesday,
April 21 at Torrance Memorial Medical Center at 6:31 p.m. Gianna weighed 6 lbs. 7 oz. and she
was 19 inches long. Gianna’s parents are Jenifer [Rodney and Shanna’s daughter] and Jose
Cervantes. Pictured at right is Gianna’s big sister, Mariah, holding her on her lap.
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A SECURE LIFE
PROFILE OF CLYDE NOGUCHI
BY KATHY AISO

“NO LIFE IS MORE SECURE THAN A LIFE SURRENDERED TO GOD.” — OUR DAILY BREAD

God spiritually woke Clyde Noguchi. It led him to surrender his life to the Lord.  “I decided to
follow the Lord the way He wanted in January 1991 after I came back from the Marine base in
Albany, Georgia,” Clyde shared. “I didn’t pray with anyone about the decision. I believed it
was what the Lord wanted and I chose to join the Christian Church in Huntington Beach at the
time. After all, my world turned upside down in an instant so I repented and did what I
believed God wanted.”

I GOTTA FIND OUT HOW HE LEARNED THIS
Earlier in 1990, at Cal State University Long Beach (CSULB), Clyde met a Christian student,
Hendra, from Indonesia. Both were enrolled in an Africa and the Middle East geography class.
What readily impressed Clyde was, despite English not being Hendra’s primary language, he
could readily locate Scripture in his English Bible on any given topic. Because Hendra’s Bible
was totally unmarked with any personal notations, Clyde thought it even more amazing.

One day, Hendra got in front of the class and invited everyone to a Bible study at his church
called Christian Church in Huntington Beach. Clyde was fascinated how Hendra, being a fairly
recent Christian convert, really knew his Bible. “I gotta find out how he learned this,” Clyde
pondered. He thought about going to Christian Church. As he thought about how busy he was
with school and a part-time job, he decided against it.

Shortly thereafter God took Clyde out of his comfort zone. As part of the inactive Marine
reserve, he was called to North Carolina because of the raging war in the Middle East.
Initially, thoughts went through his mind such as: Would I be called to serve there?  How long
will I be required to serve?  However, he was not called to do anything but wait. Other than
waiting, he had his teeth pulled. “God placed me on the East Coast with nothing to do,” Clyde
shared, “to show me everything I thought was so important could be taken away.”

RE-EVALUATING HIS LIFE
Clyde served eleven days in North Carolina then later in Georgia. The time gave him a
chance to re-evaluate his life. He came to an important decision. Realizing God was in
control, he surrendered his life to Christ. He made a promise to God. When he got home, he
would regularly attend Christian Church and get actively involved. Clyde came home and
actively served at Christian Church until the church disbanded in 2003. God blessed him as
he grew steadily in the Lord through Bible study and ministry. At Christian Church God also
blessed him by meeting and engaging in ministry with his future wife, Emily [profiled in the
December 3, 2014 Issue 23 Spirit]. Clyde recalled, even as acquaintances, Emily always
demonstrated respect and trust toward him. These building blocks for a strong relationship
continued to be solidly built after the Noguchis were married in October 1998. God blessed
the Noguchis with their five children:  John, age 15; Michael, 13; James, 11; Anna, 9, and
Daniel, 7.  “I enjoy the large family the Lord has given us,” Clyde beamed.

FINDING A CHURCH FOR THEIR FAMILY
After Christian Church disbanded, the Noguchis moved from Long Beach to Gardena.
Between 2003-2008 the Noguchi family visited several churches in the South Bay area. One
of them was Coast Christian Fellowship (formerly known as Torrance Christian Fellowship).
However, the distance to south Torrance was too far for their involvement in ministry. They
also felt New Hope Fellowship (across from Peary Middle School) was very good, but the
Children’s Ministry was very small. The Noguchis found thriving Christians at Calvary Chapel
South Bay, but they felt the church was too big. They also found Gardena International
Church to be very rich spiritually.

At GVBC. the Noguchis found a thriving church and large, strong Children’s and Youth
Ministries. The church was a the perfect size for their family. Today, Clyde and Emily are
actively involved at GVBC. They are part of a community group led by Associate Pastor
Daniel Matsuda and his wife, Linda. Clyde is on the Board of Deacons as a member at large
and a regular volunteer on Work Days. Once a month, he teaches a kindergarten Sunday
school class. Emily on staff as GVBC’s Nursery Coordinator.

(Continued on page 5)
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ACCEPTED CHRIST AT AGE 10
A native of Los Angeles, Clyde grew up in Gardena with his father, mother, and younger sister,
Sharon. While on a summer family vacation to visit relatives in Hawaii, Clyde accepted Christ at age
ten. During the family’s stay at Auntie Helen’s house, she witnessed to him. Auntie Helen talked
about heaven and hell and emphasizing Jesus as the only way to heaven. Clyde also read many
Christian comics called Chick Tracts which related the same message. With a desire to go to
heaven rather than hell, he accepted the Lord on his own. When he got home, his faith fell by the
wayside. There was no follow through.

COUNSELING AND PRAYER FROM MENTORS
As Clyde got older, he got involved in F.O.R. basketball. Their games were scheduled on Sundays.
However, after his father accepted the Lord, he encouraged the family to join him at GVBC. At age
16 Clyde went with his family to church, but with a combative spirit. Eventually, everyone but
Clyde’s father dropped out of church. About seven years later, his parents separated and eventually
divorced. His father, who was heartbroken and wanted the family reunited, sought counsel and
prayer from GVBCer Marianne Matsuda. Today, Clyde realizes it was only through the prayers of
Marianne and her group (composed of Charles Matsuda, Silvio & Jessie Carerra, and John
Fukuoka) that he accepted their invitation to attend Bible study. At age 23, he felt he was handling
his parents’ separation well. In retrospect, he realizes the compassion of everyone in the Bible
study group concerning the effects of the separation on him was a comfort. He also began growing
in the Lord through Bible study.

Eventually, Marianne, contacted Dai Sup Han (a former member of GVBC) who agreed to disciple
Clyde. Dai Sup could easily disciple and relate to him since he was a peer. During this period, Clyde
continued to grow in the Lord. In 1988, he and another young adult met with Dai Sup for Bible
study. Clyde attended Bible study for a year until he began a new job which was a second-shift
position. This prevented him from attending. Years later, he ran into Dai Sup at Kaleidoscope, an
annual event at California State University Long Beach (CSULB). This led Clyde to attend Dai Sup’s
church, Coast Christian Fellowship in Torrance. This early foundation in the Word aroused his later
interest in Hendra and Christian Church where he began attending in 1991.

Clyde attended El Camino College, Cal State University Dominguiz Hills, and CSULB. In 1995,
Clyde received a B.S. in Engineering Technology from CSULB. God blessed him with a steady job
at Raytheon where he has worked for 25 years.

SEEK THE LORD CONTINUALLY
Clyde’s favorite Bible verse, Psalm 27:4, reminds him of the one important part in life is to seek the
Lord. “One thing I have asked from the Lord, that I shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the
Lord all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to meditate in His temple.”

A Westminster mantra also emphasizes the same point to Clyde. “What is the purpose of Man? . . .
to worship God and enjoy Him forever.”  As Clyde daily seeks the Lord he enjoys a beautiful and
steadily growing relationship with Him.

(Clyde Noguchi Profile 4)

A time of appreciation and fellowship was held
recently by the GVBC Senior Exercise Class to
recognize Kats & Mary Sakatani and Martha
Tanji for their nearly 15 years of leadership.
Eddie Yorizone and Shirley Aoto have taken
over as Senior Exercise co-leaders.

APPRECIATION FOR

15 YEARS OF SERVICE

(L) Kats & Mary Sakatani, Martha Tanji



FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

FOLLOWING CHRIST — PASTOR RON’S CLASS
No class on Sunday, May 10.

NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER AT GVBC
Thursday, May 7, 7:30 a.m. — 8:00 p.m., Room 119. Please
feel free to come to our prayer room to intercede on behalf of
our country, government and the world for Christ's glory and
God's work. Prayer guides will be available in the room.

CONCERT BY ASIAH AT OUR BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, May 9, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. A concert
with a personal testimony will be performed by
Asiah, an accomplished singer. The Bilingual
Service meets every second Saturday of the month.
Refreshments served in  Room 201 after the
service. Everyone welcome. For more info contact
Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 10

MEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturdays of May 16, June 20, and July 25, 8:00 —
10:00 a.m., Room 113 (by the kitchen). All men welcome to
join us as for a video series called “God at War” from the
same producers of “Not a Fan.” Meeting includes a delicious
breakfast. Sign up in the Courtyard after the worship services
or call the church office.

OFFICE CLOSED
Monday, May 25, Memorial Day

WOMEN’S BREAKFAST
Saturday, May 30. More info to follow.

~ SAVE THESE DATES ~

BILINGUAL SERVICE
Saturday, June 13, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary. We will have
another Pray for Japan service with videos of Rifu Church and
Japan, worship led by the Rifu Mission Team and testimonies
from the team. The Bilingual Service meets every second
Saturday of the month. Refreshments served in  Room 201
after the service. Everyone welcome. For more info contact
Pastor Eiji Osato, ext. 676, eiji@gvbc.net.

FATHER’S DAY
Sunday, June 21

JCI CARNIVAL
Saturday, June 27 — Sunday, June 28

JEMS MT. HERMAN FAMILY CAMP
Sunday, June 28 to Saturday, July 4. Please go to
www.jems.org/mt-herman/registration.php for more info and to
register. DEADLINE: final payment due on or before May 29.

OFFICE CLOSED
Friday, July 3, Independence Day Federal Holiday

SONSPARK LABS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)
Monday, July 13 to Friday, July 17, 9:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Finished preschool to finished 5th Grade. GVBC children can
register now. Registration for general public begins May 17 -
June 28.
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PRIMETIMERS’ 2015 TOUR DATES
Kyushu-Southern Japan Tour
Tuesday, October 13 to Thursday, October 22, $4,458
per person (includes airfare). A few spaces for this tour
are still available until July 13. Full payment by check or
credit card is paid directly to Japan Deluxe Tours.

Christmas with Sinatra & Friends, Almansor Court,
Alhambra
Thursday, December 3, 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., $117 per
person. Final payment due: Sunday, November 1.
Enjoy the cast from Colorful Songs of Broadway;
nostalgic holiday music & stories about Sinatra and
celebrate his 100th birthday; hit songs from 40s & 50s
from Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Steve & Eydie Gorme, Doris
Day, Dean Martin, Sammy Davis Jr., Mel Torme, and
more. Enjoy a gourmet three-course lunch.

NOTE: One-day tours depart from GVBC. Except for the
Kyushu-Southern Japan tour, checks payable to GVBC
[tour title in the subject line]. Prices include gratuity to
motor coach driver. Pick up your tour agreements,
applications, and credit card application forms at the
Primetimers’ Table after the worship services in the
Courtyard.

For more info contact Keiko Imatomi via the office or
catch her at church.

2015 WOMEN’S WEEKEND
Friday night worship, November 6 and Saturday,
November 7. Director is Chris Umetsu.
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NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, May 20 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and in the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, May 17.

Announcements

ROOM USE REMINDER
After your meetings/events/Sunday School classes/Bible Studies/whenever you use a room(s), please
remember to:

 Take your FOOD trash to the dumpster outside in the La Salle parking lot, or courtyard trash
cans, as ants like your food crumbs!

 Throw liquids into the sink, not the trash cans, as liquids are leaking onto the carpets.
 Put back the chairs/tables, if you move them.
 Leave the room clean for the next group.
 Turn off lights/ac/heater
 Lock the door

Thank you for keeping our GVBC home in great shape!

CHRISTIAN SERVICE SCHOLARSHIPS
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to those who use their Spiritual
gifts in Christian service. Up to $750 will be awarded to applicants. See
application in the Narthex for requirements. DEADLINE is June 20, no
exceptions. For info contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.

KITCHEN USE REMINDER
After using the kitchen, ask yourself:

- Are there food particles in the sink? They are hard to scrape off once dry. Please use the
garbage disposal hose to rinse food off dishes first. Then you can wash & clean up easily.

- Did you use any kitchen towels or aprons? If you take them home to wash, please bring them
back. Or, if you can’t wash them, let the office know. They will be happy to do it.

- Did you use a thermal water jug for drinks? Please rinse them out thoroughly after use.
- Did you use the refrigerator? Please make sure BOTH doors are shut, and one side did not

pop open when closing the other side. Although there is a reminder sign, it still happens.
- Did you store anything in the refrigerator or freezer? Please don’t forget about them and leave

them there for months. Please make sure you label your items.

Thank you for keeping our GVBC kitchen clean and usable for the next group!

PARKING AT PACIFIC SQUARE ON SUNDAYS
Pacific Square management will be posting no parking signs and enforcing them on
Sunday mornings only.

Please take advantage of the many parking spaces available to us at Union Bank
(corner of 158th & Western), a 2-minute walk to church. Or, you can park on the
streets or our Denker parking lot.



┌ ┐

Gardena Valley Baptist Church
1630 W. 158th Street
Gardena, CA  90247-3712

Phone (310) 323-5683
Website www.gvbc.net
E-mail gvbc@gvbc.net
Twitter http://twitter.com/gvbc
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor, Youth ext. 681

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor, Neighborhood ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor, Leadership Dev. ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor [on leave-of-absence]
BRAD TOY Interim Director of College
LAYNE WAKUTA Pastoral Intern, Middle School ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Elementary Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

We’re all running this race together
— not three quarters of us, not half
of us, all of us.

Pastor Steve Langley
Sunday, April 19 sermon

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, MAY 10/MOTHER’S DAY
Pastor Daniel Matsuda
Job Wait Training ~ Job 1 to 42

SUNDAY, MAY 17
Mission Sunday
Sharing from the Rifu Japan Mission Team and
Bob & Teresa Matsushima’s Mercy Ship, Africa Mission

SUNDAY, MAY 24
A new sermon series begins
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, MAY 31
Pastor Steve Langley


